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National Geomatics Award for Excellence

CITATION

Dr. Baldey Sahal, bom on October 14, 1934, in village Madsian, Districe Inlendhar, Ponjab, joined the
Taia institute of Fondamental fes=srch [TIFRL, Sombay in 1928 after petting his M5c. {Homours
Sthooll in Physics from Pandab University. He purswed studies in Experimental Nuclear Spectroscopy
mnd Nuclesr Resctions during his tenere {1556-73) st TIFA. During 1581-03, while on Siudy lesve from
TIFA, he obtained his FhoD. degree in Physics from University of Chicape, Chicags, UsSA.

D Sahai poined the Space Applications Centre [ISRO), Ahmedsbad, in October 1973, He built up an spplicstions group of
muitidizciplinary resource scentisis amsd other technical personnel from scratch o operationalize remote 3=nsing in
india. Remote Sensing Applications Group [ASAG) grew to be the largest such spplications group [more thon 100
soientific/technical personnel] not only in indis but siso ly in the world, 8x Group Dérector, RSAG, he was
responaible for plenning, goiding asd esecution of the activities of the RS&G which Included system definition for
specific earth ochservetion applications and experiments, space-based earth obaservation systems uifiization, satellite
meteoroloxy and simospheric remate sensing, micrew aye remate emsing spplications and support to Nationel Natursl
Resources Menagement System. The Groop, under his guidance, played o ploneering role In the spplicetions of remote
sensing technology for surveyme. mapping, imventorying, monftoring and management of earth resources - sgriculture,
land uze, forestry, watsr resources, mineral resources, marine resources, environment eic. As Associnte Director,
Indisn Remote Sensing Satefiite Utilization Programme [1983-30) he was responsible for carrying oot socceshully 8
eaperimenial and technigues development projects in callaboration with 34 user apencies spread aoross the country, As
Mizston Director, Remote Sensing Applicntion Missions {1388-34), he guided execuition of 13 nationallevel grojects
and initisted 4 more such project: in coflsboration with mer minisSries/departments and use agenciss. At the tme of
superannuation, Ooiober 31, 1924, Or. Sshad wes Deputy Direcior, Space Agplicetions Centre, Ahmedabad, hesding the
Remate Sensing Arca

He has published more then 170 scentific publications and ko edited many books/Conference Proceedings etc He was
President of the Indian Socdiety of Remote Sersing during 19871550, and Chief Editor of the Fournal of the indian

Society of Remote Sensing for (19503-153%) Recognising his fifeteme outstanding contril to ing in
Inidia, e was swarded the Bhaskars Swsmnd for the yesr 2000,

He wan Chief Editor of the 156 Newsletter during 19962008 and sl the Founder Chief Editor of the Journal of
Geomatics, during 2007 and 2008 He v a Fellow of the indian Society of Geomatics, indinn Society of Remote Sensing,
Gujarat Science Scademy and indian Geophysical Union.

In recognition of his ife ime contribution towards development of larpest sppficntions group in fGeld of Remote
Semming and Geo-informatics, executing many Nationsl level projects under remofe sersing progresmme  and
eontributing towards growth of professional societies like 156G & 1S5RS, the Indian Sockety of Geomatics confers with
hinor the Mational Geomnatics Award for Excellemnce for the year 2014 on Or. Baldev Sahai

[N.5. Mehta) {A.5. Kiran Kumar)
Secretary, 15G President, I5G
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