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The National Symposium on ñInnovations in Geospatial Technology for Sustainable Development with 
special emphasis on NERò and annual conventions of Indian Society of Geomatics (ISG) & Indian Society 
of Remote Sensing (ISRS) was organized jointly by Indian Society of Geomatics & Indian Society of 
Remote Sensing during 20-22 November in Shillong. The event by hosted by Indian Society of Geomatics, 
Shillong Chapter (ISG-SC) Indian Society of Remote Sensing, Shillong Chapter (ISRS-SC) North Eastern 
Space Applications Centre (NESAC), Umiam North Eastern Hill University (NEHU), Shillong. The 
Symposium focused on recent advancements made in the satellite payloads, data processing techniques, 
Web GIS, Mobile App., Geospatial Technology and applications in various key areas defined under 
different key programmes of the Government of India. The Symposium was attended by large number of 
researchers, professionals, academia, students and geospatial industry from different part of the country. 
More than 350 delegates from representing various states and on various themes has attended the 
symposium and participated in the deliberations.  
 
The symposium was preceded by 2 days pre-symposium tutorials which were conducted during November, 
18-19, 2019 under the four broad themes,1) UAV Remote Sensingï Acquisition, processing and 
derivatives, 2) SAR data Processing and Applications, 3) Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning 
(ML) for Remote Sensing Data Analysisô, and 4) Hyperspectral Remote Sensing. A Session-wise summary 
of the national symposium are highlighted below: 
 
Inaugural Session 
 

The symposium was started with a invocation and traditional lighting of lamps. Shri PLN Raju, Director, 
NESAC and the Chairman of the Symposium Organising Committee, welcomed Honôble Governor of 
Meghalaya, the Chief Guest of the Inaugural Programme, Prof. S.K. Shrivastava, Vice Chancellor, North 
Eastern Hill University (NEHU), the Guest of Honour, Shri Tapan Mishra, President of ISG and ISRS and all 
other delegates coming different parts of the country to the Symposium.   
 

 

Shri Tathagata Roy, Honôble Governor of Meghalaya lighting the lamp 
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Shri Tapan Mishra in his presidential address gave the details of the activities of the ISG and ISRS in the 
country and various initiatives to expand the activities of the societies.  Prof. S.K. Shrivastava, Vice 
Chancellor, NEHU, thanked Indian Society of Geomatics for choosing NEHU as the Venue of the 
symposium.  
 
The national symposium was formally inaugurated by Shri Tathagata Roy, Honôble Governor of Meghalaya. 
In his inaugural address, the Governor stressed upon the innovations of space technology and geospatial 
technologies as a means to address issues and challenges of the north-eastern region and to enable it for 
accelerated development. Referring to the Prime Ministerôs recent appeal on the various ministries, 
agencies and state governments to use space technology, he stated that use of technology in this region 
assume significance in view of the challenges in terms of geographical isolation, difficult terrain, 
communication bottlenecks etc. He urged upon the scientists participating the symposium to give more 
focus to the aspects related to governance and development. Moreover, the governor cited the problem of 
traffic congestion in and around Shillong city and requested the geospatial communities to find the ways 
and means to solve these problems.  The Abstract Volume cum Souvenir of the symposium was 
inaugurated by Honôble Governor during the inaugural function of the symposium.  
 

 
 
 
Abstract Volume cum Souvenir of the symposium was released by Honôble Governor and other dignitaries 

on the dais.  
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A section of the delegates in the inaugural function. 

This was followed by the award distribution ceremony of ISG and ISRS. ISG Award Ceremony was 
moderated by Shri Shasikant A. Sharma, Secretary, ISG and ISRS Award Ceremony was moderated by Dr 
Sameer Saran, Secretary, ISRS.  

 
 

  
 

Governor, Meghalaya distributing Annual ISG and ISRS Awards 

 
Plenary Session ï I : Geospatial Technology : Need for Innovation  

The session commenced with a talk by Dr. YVN Krishna Murthy, Registrar, IIST, Thiruvanathapuram on 

ñGeospatial Technology for Good Governance and National Developmentò emphasizing the importance of 

GIS in areas like food production, water resource management, sustainable development, disaster risk 

reduction and governance along with big data analytics for nation building. 
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Prof. J Adinarayana from IIT Mumbai presented a talk on ñDisruptive Innovation in Precision Agricultureò 
which explored the shift of agricultural methods from 
conventional to data driven using SMART technologies in 
farming built upon IoT (Internet of Things) and AI (Artificial 
Intelligence) techniques which have made possible real 
time, precision agriculture  
 
Shri PLN Raju, Director, NESAC, spoke about ñRecent 
Advances In UAV Remote Sensingò highlighting the use of 
UAVs in areas like landslide and land use mapping, 
embankment monitoring, community reserve forest 
mapping, post flood damage assessment etc. by civilian, 
scientific as well as military Director organizations 
. 

 
 Plenary Session-II: Advances in Space &   atmospheric science Research 

 
Dr. K. G. Ramesh (former DGM, IMD) initiated the session with a talk on the Use of space technology in 
improving the prediction of weather, climate, and extreme events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Prakash Chauhan (Director, IIRS) delivered the next talk on Unravelling the mysteries of Moon from the 
Indian Lunar Missionò focusing on the important findings of the Chandrayaan-1 mission and the identification of 

 


